THE WAR AND AFTER
like that. The political centre of the Allies was
really Paris; England had more weight in economic
matters.
It is natural that I should know the Anglo-
Saxons better than any other nation; that came as
a matter of course through my marriage with an
American. But I had learnt French before I knew
English; I had read a lot and knew French litera-
ture so well that I never went to Paris before the
war at all; money was not abundant, and I preferred
to visit the countries whose culture was less known
to me. Only on my way to and from America I
used to stay in a French port and explore its
surroundings.
I liked being in London. In a great city like
that you can be alone even when you are among
millions of people. In 1915 I stayed at first in a
boarding-house at Hampstead, Miss Brown's,
4 Holford Road. I used to ride into town on the
top of a bus and watch the swarms of people and
traffic. I didn't like using a car; I said to myself>
why pay more when you get there just the same
for a little? Our people said I ought to have my
own car, "because of my petition." In town I used
to have my meals at a Lyons; it was cheap, you
could get a good dinner for ten to fifteen pence
When I had guests and had to think of my position,
I used to take them to the Caf6 Royal. At the